20. Glossary

Ancient woodland: An area of woodland which has had a continuous history
of tree cover since at least 1600.

Archaeological interest: There will be archaeological interest in a heritage
asset if it holds, or potentially may hold, evidence of past human activity
worthy of expert investigation at some point. Heritage assets with
archaeological interest are the primary source of evidence about the
substance and evolution of places, and of the people and cultures that made
them.

Area of Search: areas where knowledge of mineral resources may be less
certain but within which planning permission may be granted, particularly if
there is a potential shortfall in supply. If it is not possible to designate Specific
Sites, or Preferred Areas, the alternative way to plan for the steady and
adequate supply of minerals is to designate Areas of Search.

Biodiversity: The variety of all life on earth (mammals, bids, fish,
invertebrates, plants etc)

Conservation Area: An area designated by the Local Planning Authority under
the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as possessing
special architectural or historical interest.

Core Strategy (for Minerals and Waste): This planning policy document
contains the vision, objectives and strategic planning policies for minerals and
waste development in Norfolk until 2026. The Minerals and Waste Core
Strategy also includes Development Management policies which are used in
the determination of planning applications to ensure that minerals extraction
and associated development and waste management facilities can happen in
a sustainable way.

Cumulative Impact: The combined impacts of a number of developments on
the environment, amenity, health, traffic etc.

Development Management: The process through which the Council
determines whether a proposal for development should be granted planning
permission, taking into account the development plan and any other material
considerations.

Development Plan: This includes adopted Local Plans and neighbourhood
plans and is defined in section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act 2004 (as amended) that set out the planning policies and proposals for
the development and use of land. Decisions on planning applications must
conform to the Development Plan, unless material considerations indicate
otherwise.

Examination: The Local Plan will be subject to an independent examination by an
independent planning inspector. The recommendations in the Inspectors report
will inform the final adopted version, but are no longer legally-binding.

Groundwater: Water within soil, sediments or rocks below the ground
surface. Water contained within underground strata is referred to as an
aquifer.
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Habitats Regulations Assessment (Appropriate Assessment): Directive
92/43/EEC (the Habitats Directive) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of
Wild Fauna and Flora requires an Appropriate Assessment to be undertaken to
assess the impacts of a land-use plan against the conservation objectives of a
European Site and to ascertain whether it would adversely affect the integrity of
that site.

Heritage asset: A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed
Building, Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, Registered
Battlefield or Conservation Area designated under the relevant legislation.

Landbank: A stock of mineral reserves with planning permission for their
extraction.

Listed building: A building or other structure officially designated as being of
special architectural, historical or cultural significance using provisions under the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. A listed building
may not be demolished, extended or altered without special permission being
granted by the Local Planning Authority. The Local Planning Authority must also
consider if development nearby could cause adverse impacts to the listed building,
and whether mitigation could address these impacts.

Local Development Scheme: Describes the Local Plan documents which
the authority intends to prepare and the timetable for their preparation.

Local Planning Authority: An organisation with statutory planning powers, ie the
relevant County, District, Borough or Unitary Council.

Local Plan: The plan for the future development of the local area, drawn up
by the local planning authority in consultation with the community. In law this
is described as the development plan documents adopted under the Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended). Current core strategies
or other planning policies, which under the regulations would be considered to
be development plan documents, form part of the Local Plan. The term
includes old policies which have been saved under the 2004 Act.

Mineral Consultation Area: An area identified in order to ensure
consultation between the relevant LPA and the Mineral Planning Authority
before certain non-mineral planning applications made within the area are
determined

Mineral Safeguarding Area: An area designated by Minerals Planning
Authorities which covers known deposits of minerals which are desired to be
kept safeguarded from unnecessary sterilisation by non-mineral development.

Mineral Planning Authority: An organisation with statutory planning powers
relating to minerals development, in most areas the County or Unitary
Council.

Mitigation: Measures to reduce, avoid or remedy any adverse impacts caused by
development.

National Planning Policy Framework: This document sets out the
Government’s planning policies for England and was published on 27 March
2012. The NPPF must be taken into account in the preparation of Local and
neighbourhood Plans, and is a material consideration in planning decisions. It
states that in order to be considered sound a Local Plan should be consistent
with national planning policy.
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National Planning Practice Guidance: A web-based resource published by
the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) on 6 March
2014 and updated as needed. It is available at:
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/

Permitted reserves: Saleable minerals in the ground with planning
permission for extraction. Usually expressed in million tonnes.

Planning conditions: Conditions attached to a planning permission for the
purpose of regulating and controlling the development.

Preferred Areas: If it is not possible to designate Specific Sites, the next way
to plan for a steady and adequate supply of minerals is to designate preferred
areas, which are areas of known resources where planning permission might
reasonably be anticipated. Such areas may also include essential operations
associated with mineral extraction.

Ramsar sites: Wetlands of international importance, designated under the
1971 Ramsar Convention

Restoration: Operations designed to return an area to an acceptable
environmental state, whether for the resumption of the former land use or for
a new use following mineral working. Involves the reinstatement of land by
contouring, the spreading of soils or soil making materials etc.

Scheduled Monuments: Nationally important monuments and archaeological
areas protected under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act

Screening: Screening may take a number of forms, which may include bunds, or
planting, or a combination of these and may in some circumstances incorporate a
standoff to ensure that the screening is not itself intrusive. Where screening is
included in a site allocations policy or map it is ‘indicative’ and is intended only to
illustrate where assessment at this stage has indicated that there may be impacts
(for example on amenity or landscape) which, in principle, could require some form
of screening to mitigate them. The form of screening which would be appropriate, if
required, along with the distances and coverage of any screening would be
determined following assessment of the detail of potential impacts, as part of any
future planning application

Setting of a heritage asset: The surroundings in which a heritage asset is
experienced. Its extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its
surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive or negative
contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate
that significance or may be neutral.

Site Specific Allocations: Also known as Specific Sites - where viable
resources are known to exist, landowners are supportive of minerals
development and the proposal is likely to be acceptable in planning terms.
Such sites may also include essential operations associated with mineral
extraction. This is the preferred way to plan for the steady and adequate
supply of minerals as it provides the necessary certainty on when and where
development may take place.

Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI): Sites designated by Natural
England under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
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Special Areas of Conservation (SAC): SSSis given special protection under
the European Union’s Habitats Directive, which is transposed into UK law by
the Habitats and Conservation of Species Regulations 2010.

Special Protection Areas (SPA): SSSIs which have been identified as being
of international importance for the breeding, feeding, wintering or the
migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds fond in European Union
countries. They are European designated sites, classified under the EC
Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds.

Statement of Community Involvement: A document that sets out a local
planning authority’s intended consultation strategy for different elements of the
planning process. This is a requirement of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act 2004.

Strategic Environmental Assessment: A procedure (set out in the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004)
which requires the formal environmental assessment of certain plans and
programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the environment.

Submission: A stage of the Local Plan preparation process where the plan is
'submitted' to the Secretary of State for independent examination by a planning
inspector.

Sustainability Appraisal: An evaluation process for assessing the
environmental, social, economic and other sustainability effects of plans and
programmes. This is a statutory requirement.

Sustainable development: Development which meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs.
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