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To which test of soundness does your representation relate?

The Local Plan 2021-2040 is currently under examination by Planning Inspectors, appointed by the
Secretary of State). The Inspectors will assess the proposed Main Modifications against the
soundness tests. Please indicate whether you consider the proposed Main Modification about
which you are responding is:

[Please tick appropriate box] YES NO

Legally compliant?

Complies with the Duty to cooperate?

Positively prepared (i.e. seeks to meet the area’s objectively assessed needs)?
✓with
proposed
change

✓

Justified (an appropriate strategy, taking into account the reasonable
alternatives, and based on proportionate evidence)? ✓

Effective (i.e. deliverable over the plan period)?
✓

Consistent with national policy (National Planning Policy Framework: National
Planning Policy Framework (publishing.service.gov.uk))? ✓

Summary of Comments:

Please give details of why you consider the proposed Main Modification that you are commenting
on is sound (“Yes”) or unsound (“No”), with reference to the tests above. Please be as precise as
possible.

The PC strongly supports the BC in adopting a positive and inclusive approach to neighbourhood
planning.

As development carried out under Neighbourhood Plans usually has strong community
involvement and support it might be that the sentence “Where Neighbourhood Plans seek to plan
for housing growth, they will be expected to plan for the minimum housing requirements set out
below…..” could be made more positive by inserting the words ‘at least’ as follows –

“Where Neighbourhood Plans seek to plan for housing growth, they will be expected to plan for at
least the minimum housing requirements set out below….”
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Date: 23/09/2024

Please note the following:

• To be considered, your representation will need to be received by 11:59pm on Wednesday,
2nd October 2024.

• The Main Modifications are being consulted upon in two parts. The Part 1 consultation
covers all aspects of the Local Plan except Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople,
which will be subject to a separate Main Modifications (Part 2) consultation during autumn
2024.


