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To which test of soundness does your representation relate?

The Local Plan 2021-2040 is currently under examination by Planning Inspectors, appointed by the
Secretary of State). The Inspectors will assess the proposed Main Modifications against the
soundness tests. Please indicate whether you consider the proposed Main Modification about
which you are responding is:

[Please tick appropriate box] YES NO

Legally compliant?

Complies with the Duty to cooperate?

Positively prepared (i.e. seeks to meet the area’s objectively assessed needs)?
✓

Justified (an appropriate strategy, taking into account the reasonable alternatives,
and based on proportionate evidence)?

✓

Effective (i.e. deliverable over the plan period)?

Consistent with national policy (National Planning Policy Framework: National
Planning Policy Framework (publishing.service.gov.uk))?

Summary of Comments:

Please give details of why you consider the proposed Main Modification that you are commenting
on is sound (“Yes”) or unsound (“No”), with reference to the tests above. Please be as precise as
possible.

Themes considered:
• Sustainable villages – the Key Rural Service Centres

2 out of the 3 Key Rural Services Centres have, and are, continuing to decline.

Former National Construction College, Bircham Newton – has moved employees to Peterborough
and substantially reduced the activity and personnel at the Bircham Newton site.

RAF Marham – has a decrease in workforce (contractors etc) of 50% and the overall population of
Marham has decreased by 900+.

• Recognising changing demographics and changes to society.

These are rural areas, they have aging populations and technology advances are not being rolled
out rapidly enough to support people moving to a rural area but being able, for example to work
from home.
For further comments please refer to separate letter.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary.)

Please note you should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting information
necessary to support/justify your comments.




